
Graduate Council Curriculum Committee 

August 1, 2008 

11:00 a.m., MH 327 

 

 

Agenda 

 

1. Welcome and call to order 

 

2. Review courses for the Doctor of Medicine program.  The college will share 

the 4-year curriculum plan and course module information. COM 

 

3. Curriculum revisions to the Doctor of Nursing Practice, CON 

4. Curriculum revisions to the Interdisciplinary Studies MA/MS, Graduate 

Studies 

 

5. Curriculum revisions and name change to the Ed Leadership Track in the 

MED in Early Childhood Education, ED 

 

6. Review of courses and special topics 

7. Announcements and adjournment 

 



UCF COLLEGE OF MEDICINE CURRICULUM 

The learning experience for the MD program at the University of Central Florida is a unique and exciting 

blend of state-of-the-art technology, virtual patients, clinical experiences, laboratory experiences, 

research, facilitator directed small group sessions, and interactive didactic lectures.  Located in Orlando, 

Florida, which is the simulation capital of the world, the UCF College of Medicine has developed, and is 

continuing to develop innovative simulation and animation experiences explicitly for the study of 

medicine. Integration and reinforcement of the curriculum, from basic science concepts, to clinical 

diagnoses and treatment, is enhanced and complemented with these experiences, ranging from full 

mannequin simulators to online interactive virtual patients.   

The curriculum for the MD program at the University of Central Florida fully integrates basic and clinical 

sciences across all four years.   The first two years of the curriculum are structured into modules, with 

the first year focusing on a fundamental understanding of how the various basic science disciplines 

relate to the normal human body.  The second year takes an organ system based approach and applies 

the basic knowledge of the first year to the study of clinical disease, pathological processes and 

treatment.  In concert with these aspects of medicine, psychosocial issues, cultural differences, 

communication skills, and physical diagnosis skills are presented as they relate to the different topics in 

medicine.  Educational experiences throughout the curriculum are designed to enhance the learning 

environment, emphasize student centered learning, application and synthesis of information, and foster 

an appreciation of life-long learning.  All modalities of learning are incorporated into the curriculum 

including simulation, web-based activities and clinical cases, team based learning, problem based 

learning, and standardized patient encounters.  Traditional didactic lectures comprise approximately 

30% of the academic curriculum, and many of these lectures are also interactive and include the use of 

the latest in educational technology, including audience response systems. 

Clinical experiences will be continued throughout the first two years in the Community of Practice.  At 

least twice a month, students will work with community preceptors in a variety of settings, including 

primary care, specialty practices, and hospital based practices.  These clinical experiences provide 

students the opportunity to observe the applications of their studies to real patients, and gain 

experience in communication, history taking, physical exam skills, and cultural competency. 

An exciting component of the curriculum at UCF is best described by the Dean as “keep the dream 

alive!”  This Focused Individualized Study and Research module continues throughout the first two 

years. The scope of these projects is limited only by the student’s imagination, and may include every 

aspect from bench to clinical research, quality of care, hospitality in medicine, quality of life, disease 

prevention, legal aspects of medicine, and an unlimited variety of other topics not listed here. Early in 

this module the basics of research design, types of research, research ethics, use of informatics and data 

analysis are presented. Then each student will work with a mentor to develop an individualized project 

or area of study that focuses on how a topic that they are passionate about can be applied to the fields 

of health and medicine.  During Year 1 students will develop their proposals, and then conduct their 

studies throughout Year 2.  Each year a one week mini-conference for both first and second year 

students will be conducted during which first year students will present their ideas and second year 



students will share their results.  There are ample opportunities to continue these research projects 

throughout years 3 and 4 as well. Additional aspects of the UCF medical curriculum include components 

focused on Introduction to Diagnostic Tools and Clinical Problem Solving 

The third and fourth years of the curriculum are devoted to clinical experience through clerkships.    

During each of the clerkships the fundamental knowledge from the first two years is reinforced through 

lectures, simulations, journal clubs and conferences.   Six core clerkship rotations, each 6 weeks in 

duration, are required for every student.  During the third year, students may also choose from a 

number of 3 week selectives.  Additionally, every week students will be assigned to an 

ambulatory/family medicine clinic for the entire third year.  This longitudinal primary care clerkship 

provides students the opportunity to provide continuity of care to a number of patients over the course 

of the year. 

Overall, the four year medical curriculum at UCF is designed to fully integrate basic science and clinical 

medicine, imbue students with an appreciation of cultural diversity and the need for sensitivity in 

treating patients, foster professionalism in all interactions, and ignite a passion for lifelong learning.   

 

Year One – 39 Weeks of Instruction 

Human Body: Molecules to Cells (HB-1)    8 Weeks 
Human Body: Structure and Function (HB-2)   17 Weeks 
Human Body:  Health and Disease (HB-3)   8 Weeks 
Hematology and Oncology (S-1)     3 Weeks 
Individualized Study and Research (I-1)    38 Week (Throughout Year 1) 
Psychosocial Issues in Healthcare (C-1)                 11 Weeks (Concurrent with HB-3 & S-1) 
Practice of Medicine & Community of Practice (P-1)  39 Weeks (Throughout Year 1) 
 
 
 

























Masters of Arts and Masters of Sciences in Interdisciplinary Studies 

A Proposal to the Graduate Council Curriculum Committee 

 

TO: Graduate Council Curriculum Committee 

FROM: Office of Interdisciplinary Studies 

RE: Curriculum Change 

DATE: July 15, 2008 

 

The Interdisciplinary master’s program requests a change to the core of the program by 

reducing the courses from three to two, requiring a thesis, and eliminating all 

concentration areas. 

Overview 

The graduate program in Interdisciplinary Studies was originally designed as a Liberal 

Studies degree and it was called that for many years. As a result, it allowed only for 

courses in the arts, humanities, social, and political sciences. 

Now that the program has changed to Interdisciplinary Studies, it is proposed to expand 

the areas of study available to students to include all of those available on campus and to 

provide better flexibility for students in designing their own programs of study. In order 

to provide graduates of the program with the definition necessary to compete for jobs and 

additional educational positions, it is proposed that all students must complete a thesis, 

eliminating the non-thesis alternatives. 

Three current core courses will be discontinued and replaced by two core courses. One of 

the new core courses will be a research methods course that students take in a department 

appropriate to their chosen course of study. The second core course is a new one that will 

be team taught and is project based, demonstrating examples and research that are 

interdisciplinary. Students will work together in groups on projects directed by faculty 

from a variety of disciplines. This course will also include lectures done by students in 

the program who have very recently successfully defended their theses. Additionally, in 

this course students will receive guidance on the preparation of their thesis proposals. 

Students will be required to assemble their thesis committees as early in their program as 

possible so that they interact with those faculty throughout their study. These committees 

will be made up of faculty from at least 2 different disciplines. 

At least three elective courses from each of 2 different disciplines must be taken to 

reinforce the interdisciplinary nature of the study. An additional course will be required 

that students can use to either introduce a third discipline into their plan or to add more 

depth to a discipline already included. 



Description of Proposed Changes from Existing Degree Plan 

1. Eliminate concentration areas 

2. Change three current core courses to two: 

 Interdisciplinarity – a team-taught, project based course administered by 

Interdisciplinary Studies 

 Research Methods – a graduate course in research methods offered by a 

department appropriate to student’s plan of study 

3. Change 18 hours of Individualized Program of Study courses to 21 hours of 

coursework, at least 3 courses in each of 2 disciplines plus one extra course 

4. Eliminate non-thesis option, including the comprehensive exams.  Eliminate the 

directed research (3 hours) that was required for the thesis option and replace by a 

required thesis of 6 hours 

5. By end of second semester must have thesis proposal, course of study, and committee 

(3 member representing at least 2 disciplines) prepared and successfully presented 

and defended thesis proposal and course of study to Graduate Committee 

6. Once students have successfully defended their theses, they will instruct a lecture in 

the interdisciplinary core course based on the thesis topic. 

Rationale 

The purpose of the proposed changes is to broaden the scope of the program by 

increasing the disciplines that can be combined, to increase student interaction with their 

thesis committees, to provide students definition, and to move the program more towards 

true interdisciplinarity. 

Along with the name change from Liberal Studies to Interdisciplinary Studies came a 

broadening of the scope of the program. Instead of just serving the arts and humanities 

areas, the program is now in a position to include all the disciplines available at UCF. 

The elimination of the degree tracks will accommodate this broadening and allow for the 

greatest flexibility in course of study planning. Requiring 21 hours of courses with at 

least 3 courses in each of two disciplines will provide for a reasonable depth of 

understanding while still including two disciplines. The extra course can be utilized to 

provide either greater depth in one of the disciplines or provide greater breadth by 

allowing a third discipline to be investigated. 

Because students are able to learn the tools of inquiry and critical thinking from courses 

existing in departments, it was decided to allow them to use one course on research 

methods as a core course in Interdisciplinary Studies. 

A new core course will be designed to involve students in actual interdisciplinary 

thinking, analysis, and communication. This course will be project based and will be 

team taught. Students who have done their thesis defenses will also instruct sessions of 



this class to serve as role models and to add interdisciplinarity. A third component of this 

course will be guidance for students in preparation of their thesis proposals. 

Students in graduate programs are notoriously bad at properly utilizing their advisory 

committees. Also, the Interdisciplinary Studies program requires a great deal of thought 

and planning. Interdisciplinary Studies students are also taking courses in departments 

across campus and must have validation in order for departments to allow them to 

register for their courses. Requiring students to assemble their committees and work with 

them to design their course of study and select and defend a thesis topic will help address 

these issues. Students will immediately work with their committees and so will establish 

a relationship that will allow collaboration throughout their degree program. The 

committee will represent the disciplines in the student’s plan of study and will provide 

them a link to departments. This process will also get students thinking about their thesis 

in the beginning and hopefully greatly enhance the value of the thesis and the likelihood 

of success. 

When a graduate of our program presents their degree showing a Master’s in 

Interdisciplinary Studies, the natural question will be, “What does that mean?”. In order 

to provide students with definition that a degree in Interdisciplinary Studies does not 

naturally indicate, all students will be required to write, present, and successfully defend 

a thesis. 

Finally and possibly most importantly, all of the proposed will bring true 

interdisciplinarity into the program. The new core course will involve students in 

synthesis of disciplinary views into interdisciplinary views by working with various 

faculty and their peers on projects. Early assembly of an interdisciplinary committee and 

regular interaction with them will promote constant synthesis of disciplinary views. 

Curriculum  

Core – 6 credit hours 

IDS xxxx – Interdisciplinarity – 3 credit hours 

Research methods – 3 credit hours (may take any existing research methods 

course at UCF) 

Electives – 21 credit hours 

Must have at least 3 courses in at least two disciplines pertinent to the student’s 

interest and research 

Thesis – 6 credit hours 

IDS 6971 – 6 credit hours 

Effective Date 

Fall semester, 2008 



Transition 

Students currently enrolled in the program will be allowed to take the core research 

methods course any time an appropriate one is offered. The core interdisciplinarity course 

will be developed over the fall semester and then be offered in the spring, 2009 semester 

and each fall and spring semester thereafter. All core courses that they may have taken 

previous to this change will be substituted for the new core courses or electives in the 

program. For current students who need them, IDS 6308 (Ways of Knowing) and 

possibly IDS 6351 (Critical Thinking and Writing) will be offered a final time in the fall, 

2008 semester. 

New students will begin the program immediately in Fall 2008. 

Interdisciplinary Studies Graduate Faculty 

This change reduces the requirements for having full-time dedicated interdisciplinary 

faculty. The research methods course will now be an existing one available on campus.  

The only core class is a project-based course that will be team-taught by faculty 

throughout the university. Interdisciplinary Studies will provide release time to the 

participating faculty for assisting with the project-based core class. Also previous and 

successful graduates of the program will be asked to present their thesis for review and 

discussion in the project-based core class. 

Graduate faculty from throughout the university will be allowed to supervise the graduate 

thesis work of students in the Interdisciplinary master’s program. Decisions about who 

can supervise theses in the Interdisciplinary master’s program will be made by the 

Interdisciplinary Studies Graduate Committee. 

Effect of Changes on Other Units 

The Interdisciplinary Studies graduate program was originally established such that there 

was no duplication of or competition with any other graduate program on campus. 

Instead, the Interdisciplinary Studies graduate program provides a mechanism for 

developing new collaborations between faculty in different units. 

Additionally, this program provides students to aid departments in obtaining reasonable 

enrollments in their graduate courses. The proposed changes will not alter any of these 

effects but will allow additional units to participate and benefit. 











































UCF COLLEGE OF MEDICINE MD CURRICULUM
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Graduate Council Curriculum Committee 

Course Agenda 08-01-08 
 

College of Medicine Special Topics 
BSC 6938C   Sect 01  COM-Molecular & Microbiology  3(1,6) 

ST: Lab Methods in Molecular Biology: PR: Graduate standing and PCB 3522 
Molecular Biology I or equivalent. Description and practice of commonly used methods 
in molecular biology. 

30 character abbreviation: ST: Lab Methods in Mol Biology 
 

MCB 5937   Sect 01  COM-Molecular & Microbiology  2(2,0) 

ST: Adv Topics in Infectious Processes: PR: Graduate standing. Data presentations 
from the primary literature and from the student's original research will focus on the 
molecular mechanisms of host-pathogen interactions. 

30 character abbreviation: ST: Adv Topics in Infect Proc_ 

 

 

Engineering & Computer Science Special Topics 
ESI 6938   Sect 01  ECS-Industrial & Management  3(3,0) 

ST: Computer-Aided Nano-Engineering: PR: EGN 3211, EML 3034, Graduate 
standing, ESI 5219 or STA 5825 or C.I. Introduce the fundamentals of modeling and 
simulation methodologies in computer-aided engineering of nano materials with the 
exposure of various computational approaches for nano materials design. 

30 character abbreviation: ST: Computer Aided Nano Eng___ 
 

EMA 5937   Sect 01  ECS-Mechanical/Matrls/Aerosp  3(3,0) 

ST: Science and Technology of Fuel Cells: PR: EGN 3365 and EMA 4102, or C.I. 
Fundamental knowledge and hands-on experience with design, manufacturing and 
operation of fuel cell systems. 

30 character abbreviation: ST: Science & Tech Fuel Cells_ 
 

EML 6938   Sect 01  ECS-Mechanical/Matrls/Aerosp  3(3,0) 

ST: Intelligent Systems: Modeling, Optimization and Control: PR: EML 4312C or 
equivalent or C.I. A thorough study of multiple disciplines of intelligent systems, such as 
fuzzy logic, neural network, evolutionary strategy and genetic algorithm, for system 
modeling, off-line optimization and online control. 

30 character abbreviation: ST:Intelig Sys: Mod Opt & Cont 

 

 

Health & Public Affairs Special Topics 
PHT 6938C   Sect 01  HPA-Health Professions & PT  3(3,1) 
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ST: Radiology/Imaging for Physical Therapy: PR: Admission to DPT program. A 
diagnostic imaging course focusing on clinical implications in rehabilitation. The focus 
will be on patients with neurological and orthopedic disorders. 

30 character abbreviation: ST: Radiology Imaging for PT__ 
 

 

College of Medicine Course Action Additions 
MCB 6XXX COM-Molecular & Microbiology  2(2,0) 

Adv. Topics in Infectious Processes: PR: Graduate Standing. Data presentations 
from the primary literature and from the student's original research will focus on the 
molecular mechanisms of host-pathogen interactions. 

30 character abbreviation: Adv Topics in Infect Processes 
 

 

Health & Public Affairs Course Action Additions 
SPA 7XXX HPA-Commun Sci & Disorders  2(2,0) 

Internship in Professional Development: PR: Admission to PhD in Education 
Communication Sciences and Disorders Track. Supervised experience in the design, 
delivery and evaluation of professional development for educators in the area of 
communication sciences and disorders. 

30 character abbreviation: Internship in Prof Development 
 

 

College of Medicine Course Action Revisions 
BSC 6407C Laboratory Methods in Molecular Biology 4(2,4) 

BSC 6407C Laboratory Methods in Molecular Biology3(1,6) 
PR: Graduate standing, PCB 4524 3522 or C.I.  
Experimental techniques and design in laboratory biological research. 
Description and practice of commonly used methods in molecular biology. 
  

 

College of Education Course Action Revisions 
EDS 5356 Supervision of Professional Laboratory Experiences  3(2,1) 

EDS 5356 Mentoring and Clinical Supervision of Pre-professional Educators  
PR: C.I.  
Study of the undergraduate professional laboratory experiences program, with 
emphasis on the role and responsibilities of the Teacher Education Associate or 
Supervising Teacher. 
The practical application of coaching and mentoring practices that satisfy the standards 
of clinical supervision and assure attainment of the Florida Educator Accomplished 
Practices. 

30 character abbreviation: Mentor & Clin Supv Educators__ 
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Health & Public Affairs Course Action Revisions 

 
SOW 5756 Introduction to Forensic Social Work Theory and Practice  3(3,0) 

SOW 6XXX Forensic Social Work  
PR: Graduate standing or C.I. PR: Admission to MSW program or Social Work 
Certificate.  
Course develops the understanding of the role of social workers within the course and 
criminal justice system. 
Course studies theories and practice of forensic social work focusing on roles, ethics, 
skills and functions of forensic practice as well as theoretical framworks for forensic 
practice. 

30 character abbreviation: Forensic Social Work 
 

SOW 5644 Interventions with Elderly and Their Families 3(3,0) 

SOW 6XXX Interventions with Elderly and Their Families  
PR: Admission to Gerontology graduate certification program or MSW program or CI. 
PR: Graduate Status or C.I.  
Study of concepts, skills, models and theories for intervening with aged. the elderly. 
Special attention is given to minority populations.  

30 character abbreviation: Interventn w Elderly &  Family 
 

SOW 5109 Violence Against Women: A Global Perspective  3(3,0) 

SOW 6XXX Violence Against Women: A Global Perspective  
PR: Graduate status or C.I.  
An introduction to the types of violence that impact women from a global perspective. 
Community, political, imposed on women around the world. Social, political and 
economic issues that support violence against women will be discussed by country, 
ethnic group(s) within countries, and religious principles. related to women and violence 
are reviewed.  

30 character abbreviation: Violence Agnst Women Glob Per_ 
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